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DISCOURSE 


Adapted to the preſent State of 
thoſe who adhere to the Epi- 
ſcopal Communion in this Nation. 


NE who is deeply afflited, be- 
WA caulc of the lamentable Diviſions, 
JA which, for ſome Time, have pre- 
B vailed amongſt thoſe of the E- 
Hiſcopal Communion in Scotland, takes 
Occaſion to exhort all of the ſaid Commu- 
nion, ſeriouſly to conſider and pity the de- 
lorable nn of the Church to 
which they ſtand related; and, that they 


may join in ardent Supplications and Pray- 


ers to Almighty God, That He, of His 
great Mercy, may make us all deeply Peni- 
tent for our Sins, and ayert that Wrath 
„ Me A 2 which 
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which we moſt right eouſly deſerve hecauſe of 
them: And, that he may reſtore that Peace 
and Unity, which are ſo wofully broken a- 
mongſt us. And may the following Diſ- 
courſe, which is fincerely deſign'd for pro- 

mot ing the Peace and Unity of this Jiftreſ- 
{ed and divided Church, be rendred, by the 


Divine Bleſſing, ſucceſsful, in ſome Meaſure, 


for that happy and glorious Effect. 
PLEASE to take a ſhort View of the 
Contents of this Paper, which are theſe. 
Ir examines theſe antiquated Uſages, 
which have made ſo much Noiſe, and, for 
the introducing which into this Church, 
ſome have been ſo unaccountably Indu- 
ſtrious: And, it is hoped, that the im- 
partial Reader will find, That they are not 
ſufficient to juſtifie their eager and warm 
Endeavours for that End. By way of Intro- 
duction to this, there is a ſhort Account of 
the Original of our melancholy Diviſions, 
and upon whom they are to be charged; 
which might be much lengthned: But the 
Author rather wiſhes, there may be juſt 
Occaſion for burying the whole Story in O- 
blivion. Finally, the Paper concludes with 
an affectionate Addreſs to, and a hearty 
Hye: for all of the Communion aboyemen- 
tioned, | | 
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pal Communion in Scotland, both Clergy 


and Laity, did enjoy profound Peace and 
Tranquillity amongſt themſelves, with re- 
ſpect to religious Matters; until ſome Per- 
ons, by a moſt unwarrantable Zeal, did ad- 
vance and propagate certain Opinions and 
Practices, concerning ſome antiquated Uſa- 
es; namely, The mixing Water with the 
Wine in the Holy Sacrament of the Supper : 
Prayer for the Dead: And the Uſe of 
Chriſm, or ancinting with Oyl in Bapriſms 
Confirmation, and in viſtting the Sick. Like- 
wile it 1s well known, what irregular Steps 
theſe Perſons have made for increaſing their 
Power in this Church, and carrying on their 
innoyating and diviſive Peſigns and Practi- 


ces. Yet, after all they have done, if they, 
and the Clergy whom they Influence, will 


be ſo kind to themſelves, and this afflicted 
Church bleeding in her Wounds, as to 


return to the State ſhe was in, as to her 


ſacred Offices, before the Commencement 


of theſe Diviſions ; and if they ſhall for- 
bear the abovementioned Uſages, particu- 
larly, in the preſent Circumſtances of this 
Church: Then, in that Caſe, I am fully 
perſwaded, that they who juſtly ſtand up 


againſt the re-introducing theſe, and for the 
Peace of the Church ſettled upon ſure and 
good Grounds, will be ready, with open 
Sad: A 3 Arms, 
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Arms, to imbrace them as Brethren; and 
alſo, to propoſe or hearken to all proper and 
rcaſonable Overtures, for remoying other 
Ditferences. 
Ax p now, it might be reaſonably expe- - 
Qed, that they ſhould at length, upon more 
Glen and ſerious Thoughts, relent and de- 
ſiſt from purſuing their former Courſes: 
And, that a due Regard to thoſe Divine 
Commands, which ſo frequently and ſeriouſ- 
ly recommend Peace and Unity, and, to 
that admirable feryent Prayer, which our 
bleſſed Lord, a little before his Death, put 
up to his Father, for, the Concord and good 
Agreement of the Apoſtles among bene 
4 among thoſe, who ſhould believe in Him 
through their Miniſtry ; It might, I ſay, 
be expected, that a Regard to thoſe Com- 
mands, and that Prayer, together with a 
fincere Reſpe& to the Welfare of this 
Church, to the carneſt Wiſhes of many Wor- 
thy Members of her Communion, and to 
the Proteſtant Churches, and more eſpecial- 
ly, to the Church of Eng/and, ſhould in- 
cline them to return to the Ways of Peace: 
And, in Order to it, to ſacrifice their ill 
grounded Opinions and Practices. 

Ir the U/ages, for which they fo hotly 
. contend, are not Eſſential and Nene 
then, it is hard to conceive, how they can 

yindicate 
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vindicate themſelves from the Charge of a 


flagrant Schiſm, in their forward and irregu- 


lar Endeavours, to introduce them into this 


Church; not only, without the Authority 


of a lawful Conyocation, which ſuch an 
Alteration in Divine Worſhip (tho' it had 
been innocent as to the Rites themſel ves) un- 
doubtedly required and called for; but al- 
ſo, in plain Oppoſition to the greater Num- 
ber of their Superiors, who had not only 
themſelves declared againſt the practice of 
theſe Uſages; but, had alſo paſſed an Act, 
obliging the Presbyters of this Church to 
ſubſcribe a Formula, by which they were 
bound, not to praiſe the mentioned Uſa- 
ges: Which Formuls, all the officiating 
Presbyters in and about Edinburgh ſubſcrib- 
ed, and alſo many others oyer the Nation. 
Ir they aſſert, that theſe Uſages are Eſ- 
ſential and Neceſſary, particularly, that the 
mixing of Water with the Wine in the Eu- 
chariſtick Cup, is neceſſary to the due Ad- 
miniſtration and Recept ion of the Holy Sup- 
per; and, that Prayer for the Dead is ne- 
ceſſary to the due Performance of publick 
Worſhip: Then, as to the firſt Part of 


their Aſſert ion, they contradict the Doctrine 


and Sentiment both of Proteſtant and Po- 
piſh Writers, who now generally affirm, 
That the mixing of Water with the Wine, 

" 2 is 


is not neceſſary in the Sacrament of the St 
per; and by their aſſerting, That both the 
Mixture and Prayers for the Dead are ne- 
ceſſary: Then, the Inference from this Aſ- 


ſertion, is, That in their Opinion, the re- 


formed Churches, and particularly, theſe in 
Britain and Ireland, have performed their 
moſt ſolemn Devotions, after a very culpa- 
ble Manner; namely, That their Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, and their publick Prayers, have all the 
while, from the Reformation until this Time, 


excepting a ſhort interval in England, been 


defective in that which is Eſſential to the 
due Performance of them. If they ſay, this 
Charge is what they cannot help; then let 
them produce a clear ſufficient Warrant from 
the Holy Scriptures, from the Appointment 
of our Saviour, or the Practice and Injuncti- 
ons of His Apoſtles, for their Sentiments and 
Practices in theſe Matters, which ſeems to 
be neceſſary in ſo very Important a Caſe. 
As for the Neceſſity of mixing Water 
with the Wine in the Holy Supper, we, on 
the other Side of the Controverſy, cannot, 
after the exacteſt Search, find any Thing in 


the ſacred Records that eſtabliſhes it. We 


indeed plainly ſec, from the Inſtitution. of 
the Lord's Supper, that He Repreſents His 


| Blood by the Wine; and that when he de- 
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livers the Cup to His Diſciples, He ſays, 

This is the Cup of the New Teſtament in 
my Blood, which is Shed for the Remiſſion 
F ins: Leting us know, that it 1s to 
the pouring forth of His moſt precious Blood, 
that we owe that moſt unyaluable Bleſſing. - 
In all this there is no mention of Vater, 


no Alluſion to it, nor any Thing ſaid that 
might ſignifie its Uſe in that Holy Ordi- 


nance. Nou, is it not juſt for us to think, That 


if Chriſt had deſigned to oblige his Church 
to mix Water with the Wine in the Eucha- 
riſt, that He would have exprefly appoin- 
ted it to be done; yea, and have been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to let us know the Uſe and 
Significancy thereof, on that ſolemn Occa- 
ſion? Therefore, ſince the Mixture is not 
commanded by our Lord, nor the leaſt In- 
ſinuation about it, in the Inſtitution of the 
Sacrament of the Supper; we may very well 
conclude, that the ſaid Mixture was never 
intended by Him to be obſerved by His 
Church, as a neceſſary Duty. And, as our 
Saviour ſpeaks not one Word concerning 
mixing Water with the Wine in the Eucha- 
riſtick Cup, as may be ſeen in the three E- 
vangeliſts, who give us an Account of the 
Inſtitution of the Holy Supper; ſo, St. 
Paul, who is the only Apoſtle who writes 
of that Sacrament, does, in xi. Ch. 23. * 


his former Epiſtle to the Corinthians, tell 
them, That he had ſhewed them what he had 
learned concerning it, either from the Apo- 
ſtles, or, as his Words may bear, from Je- 
ſus himſelf by immediate Revelation: For 
T have received of the Lord, that which 
T alſo delivered unto you, namely, relating 
to the Lord's Supper; and yet, St. Paul 
is ſo far, while he diſcourſes on that Subject, 
from aſſerting the Neceſſity of the Mixture, 
that he does not ſo much as mention it any 
Manner of Way. © 
Ix Oppoſition to this reaſoning, they 
who aſſert the Neceſſity of the Mixture; ſay, 
That the Wine in the Euchariſtick Cup, 
was undoubtedly a Portion of that Wine, 
whereof Jeſus and bis Diſciples drank at the 
Paſchal Supper; and that certainly the Wine, 
which he and they made uſe of then, was 
diluted with Water. To this it is anſwered, 
that neither of theſe Aſſertions is undoubt- 
edly true. What know we, but that our 
Saviour being to inftitute the moſt ſolemn 
Goſpel Ordinance of His holy Supper, 
might, though he had uſed Wine diluted, in 
the Celebration of the Paſchal Supper, have 
called for pure unmixed Wane, as that which 
moſt fitly repreſented His Blood, to the 
Effuſion whereof, we do owe our Redemp- 
tion, and the Remiſſion of our Sins? And 
OR ne then, 


JL SY . 


2 


6 


— mn —— — ""*"_— 


n infers an Obligation * Chriſtians, 
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then, it is not certain, that the Wine where- 


of Chriſt drank witk his Diſciples at the 
Paſſover, was mixed with Water. We are 
ſure, that however the Paſlover Rites are 
very punctually and peremptorily appointed 
by the expreſs Command of God ; vet no- 
thing is preſcribed to the Iiraclites _— 
ing the Liquor they were to ule at the C 


lebration thereof, and particularly, 1 


Wine mixed nor unmixed : And, although 
the Jews living in a hot Country, and whole 
Wines were ſtrong, might generally, at the 


Paſchal Supper, drink their Wine mixed with 


Water; yet we haye no Account, that it 
was reckoned unlawful, for them to Uſe un- 
mixed Wine on that Occafiin: Yea, ſome 
Chriſtian Divines, well acquainted with the 


Jewiſh Cuſtoms, and the Opinions of their 


Rabbins, do affirm, that though a Jew 
uled pure Wine at the FROST he did his 
Duty. 

Bur now, tho' we ſhould ſo fir qratifie 
the Patrons of the Mixture, as for once to 
ſuppoſe, that Jeſus uſed mixed Wine, both 
at the Paſchal Supper, and alſo in His own 
Supper, as having a Part of that Wine at 
Hand: How wall they from thence infer 
the perpetual Neceſſity of the Mixture: If 
our Saviour's uſing mixt Wine in the Eu- 


> to 
| to fince it is unqueſtionably certain by the 
aw 


12 
to obſerve the Mixture, as a N ceeflary Du- 
ty, tho' He hath not given the leaſt Sha- 
dow of a Command about it, nor intimated 
any Reaſon for its Uſe : Then, by that Rea- 
—_ Chriftians are more ſtrongly obliged 


e unleavened Bread in the Holy Sup- 


s of the Paſſover; That our Lord took 


unleavened Bread, and ble ſſed it, and brake 


it, and gave it to his Diſciples. And yet, 
this notwithſtanding, the Chriſtian Church 


was ſo little Apprehenfive of any Tye upon 


her, to celebrate the Sacrament of the 


Lord 's Supper with unleavened Bread; that 


for a thouſand Years complete, ſhe uled no 
other Bread on that Occaſion, but ſuch as 
was leavened. This was the Practice for the 


Time mentioned, both of the Greek and 


Latin Churches, and continues this Day to 
be the Cuſtom of the Greek and Proteſtant 


Churches; and, fo far as we know, even of 
of thoſe who 1o zealouſly contend for the 


Mixture; but how far agreeably to their a- 


bove mentioned Argument, we leave to them - 


ſelves to conſider. 
Wax follows next tobe examined, 


the Doctrine about Prayer for the Dead. 55 | 
which it is aſſerted, That Prayer for the 


Saints departed, * is not only lawful, but 


—— n in the Publick Wor- 
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ſhip : So, that i ſuch Prayer, it is 
defective in a very eſſential Point. Here, it 

is no Wonder, tho we be ſurprized to hear 
this aſſerted with ſo much Aſſurance by Pro- 
teſtant Divines, without the leaſt Foundati- 
on for it in the Word of God. Let us, with 
the utmoſt Attention we can, read and con- 
fider the inſpired Writings of the Old and 
New Teſtament, and we ſhall not find in 
them, any Command enjoining Prayers for 
rhe 2 any Encouragement propos'd to 
the Performance of them, as being acceptable 
to God, nor any one Example of their be- 
ing practiſed, It is pretended, That Pray- 
er for the Saints in the State of Separation, 
is extremely profitable to them; highly cha- 
ritable and pious in thoſe who uſe them; 
that ſuch Prayers are graciouſly accepted by 
God, as an Inſtance of Duty in the Offerers, 
and for the Benefit of thoſe for whom they 

are offered. But all this is ſaid without 
Book, or any Warrant from ſacred Autho- 
rity, Although the Happineſs of deceas d 


Saints, be not fully conſummated, until the 


Re- union of their Souls and Bodies: Yet, 
we are ſure from the Scripture, that it is 
unſpeakably great in the long interval be- 
twixt their Death, and the glorious Day 
of Reſurretiion. And whatever may be 
the peculiar Circumſtances, or Condition of 


any 


any of them during the ſaid Period, we very 
well know that there is no Precept appoint- 
ing us to pray for them, nor any Inſinuat ion 
that our Prayers will be to them of any Uſe 
or Adyanta ge Eon "ye 
Ils it poſſible for us, unleſs we be under 
the Power of the ſtrongeſt Prejudice, to 
think, That if Things be fo as is repreſen- 
ted by the Patrons of Prayer for the Dead; 
that our blefſed Lord and His Apoſtles 


would have been wholly filent, as th are, 


about theſe Prayers, neither commanding 
nor commending them? Can we conceive, 
that, if the high' Commendation given by 
thele Men to Prayer for the Dead was true, and 
that, if it was ſo neceſſary a Part of Divine 
Worſhip, as they affirm, that . Jeſus would 
neither by Himſelf, nor His Apoſtles, have in- 
ſtructed His Church about it? Or, that 
He, the great Lover of Souls, and who recom- 


mended fraternal mutual Love to His Diſ- 
ciples, as an evident Proof of their being 


ſuch, would have neglected to exhort them 
to pray for deceas'd Believers, if, as is ſaid, 
theie Pravers were ſo dutiful in the Living, 
and ſo uſeful to the Dead? Likewile, can 
it be ſuppoſed, That the Apoſtles, whoſe 
Charity was ſo extenfive, and who ſo fre- 
quently enjoin Chriſtians the Exerciſe of 


Prayer and Interceſſion one for another, both. 


in their Private and Publick Deyotions, 
| | | would 
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would haye ſaid nothing as to Praying for. 


their departed Chriſtian Friends, if they: 


had entertained the Notion of its being ſo _ 


beneficial to them, as the Admirers of that 

and the other Ulages pretend? 
WaHiLz we are upon this Subject, we 

cannot well omit to obſerve a Paſſage in St. 


y Paul's former Epiſtle to the Chriſtians at 


Theſſalonica, 1 Thel. iv. 13. There he 
dehorts them very affectionately, from irre- 
gular and exceſſive Sorrow for the Death of 
their dear Relatives, and fellow Chriſtians ; 
but does not exhort them to turn their Sor- 
row for their deceaſt Brethren into Prayers 
for them; which would have been very ſea- 
ſonable, and which probably he would not 
have omitted, if he had reckoned ſuch Pray- 


ers either a Duty incumbent upon them, or 
an Exerciſe ad yantageous to their Friends. 


BRFTORE I proceed any farther, it will 


be proper to conſider thoſe Texts of Scrip- 


ture, which the Aſſerters af the Neceſſity of 
Praying for the Dead are pleaſed to cite 
for their Opinion. They tell us, That St. 
Paul in his Epiſtle to the Ephbeſrans, vi. 18. 
Recommends to them the Praying for ail 
Saints ; and conſequently for the Rid de- 
parted. This, truly, is a ſurprizing Infe- 
rence from that Text, an Expoſition of it 
peculiar to themſelyes; in which, as they 

are 
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are not fapported by any Text in the N 
Teſtament, expreſly enjoining Prayers for the 
Saints departed, nor by the Context here Fi 
ſo neither, ſo far as I know, by the Interpre- 
tation of any Commentator what ſoever. St 
Pau concluding his Exhortat ion to the E- 
heſians, In putting on the whole Armour of 
bg ad viſes a Thing; Praying with 3 
Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all Perſeverance 
and Supplication for all Saints. By which 
Advice, he exhorts them, in the dangerous 
Conflict with their inviſible Enemies, to call 
in, by ardent Prayer, the Divine Aid and 


Aſſiſtance, and that not only for themſelves, 


but alſo charitably to all their Chriſtian 
Brethren, who being in this World, were 


engaged in the Tame ſpiritual Warfare. 


TA ESE Men allo pretend, to bring in 
St. Paul as patronizing them by his own 


Example, in the Practice of Prayer for the 


Dead. To this Purpoſe they take notice, 
that he, in the firſt Chapter and 16. ver. of 
his ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy, prays for the 
Houſe of Ongſiphorus, without mentioning - 


Onefiphorus himſelf whom he highly efteem- 


ed, which they think he would not certain- 
ly have omitted, if Ong{tphorus had been 
alive. And they further obſerve, that a 
little after this, he thus prays for Oneſipho- © 


us 
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run The Lord grant unto him that be may 
find Mercy of the Lord in that Day, means 
ing the Day of Judgment, which they rec- 
kon to be a Confirmation of the certainty of 
Oneſyphorus his Death. And then they 
judge the Matter is put beyond all Doubt; 
becauſe. St. Paul, towards the Concluſion 
of his mentioned Epiſtle, defires Timuthy 
to Salute the Honſbold of Oneſiphorus, with- 
out ordering any Salutation to himſelf. But 
this Reaſoning is intirely overturn'd, if at 
the Time of St. Paul's writing this Epi- 
ſtle to Timothy, Ongſiphorus was alive, 
and then abſent from Epheſus, where his 
Family remained. That thus it was with 
Oneſiphorus at the ſaid Time, is affirmed; 
not only by the generality of Proteſtant Wri- 
ters and Expoſitors, but alſo, by ſeveral of 
the ancient Fathers; and particularly, by 
the famous St. Chryſoſtom, who all, ne- 
vertheleſs, complied with the Cuſtom of the 
Church, in praying for the Dead. Now, 
upon this Suppoſition, which cannot be 
diſproved by any valid Argument, the 
whole of what is ſaid by St. Paul, 
relating to Ongſiphorus, can be fairly ac- 
counted for; namely, why St. Paul, who 
had ſo grateful a Senſe, of Oneſiphorus Com- 
paſſion and Kindneſs to him in his Di- 
I ſtreſſes and Neceſſities, ſhould expreſs it in 
, Hats 2 3100 &Bc1C 15 Eo this 
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„ 
this Epiſtle to Timothy, who then reſided 
at Epheſus, by praying for the Family of 
Onefcphorus, in his Abſence from it; and 
likewiſe, why he prayed for Ongiphorus 
bimſelf, That he might find Mercy of the 
Lerd in that Day, when we all ſtand 
moſt in need of it ; and .alſo, why he di- 
rected Timothy to ſalute Onęſiphorus his 
Houſhold, tho not himſelf. Here we may 
ſafely ſay, that it is odd, how they who 
reckon the Doctrine of praying for the 
Dead, to be of ſo great Importanee, ſhould 
adduce for the Proof of it a Fact, the Truth 
whereof, as it is impoſſible for them to 
prove; fo, it is contradicted by many of 
great Learning and Integrity. Foes 
-: Txvs far I haye endeayoured to ſhew, 
| That the Doctrine of the neceſſity of mixing 
i Water with the Wine in the Lord's Supper, 
and alſo that of Prayer for the Dead, are f 
' wholly unwarranted by the Scripture : And [: 
I come to conſider a little the Argument, | 
which is uſed for them, from the ancient | f 
PraQice of the Church. It 1s not denied, | _ 
that both the Mixture and Prayer for the 
Dead, were right early and univerſally practi- 
ſed: But we think that does not conclude us 
under an Obligation to follow the Example, 
eſpecially in Things not founded upon the 
Appointment of our Lord, nor the Practice 
and Injunctions of his Apoſtles. We enter- 
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tain 
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tain a great Regard and Veneration for t E 
Fe in the ſecond, third and fourth 
Centuries: Neyertheleſs, we are not of Opi- 
nion, that ſhe was infallible in any of thoſe 
Periods, or veſted with Authority and Pow- 
er to impoſe the Cuſtoms, Rites and Cere- 
monies ſhe then uſed, upon the ſucceeds 
ing Ages of the Church. Agreeably to 


this Sentiment, we find, That the Chutch 


acted on leveral-Occaſions, and particularly 
in two Caſes, which were very remarkable. 
he Practice of trine Immerſion, or ſprink- 
ling with Water three Times in Baptiſm, 
obtained for ſeveral Centuries, and was de- 
ſign'd to declare the Faith of the Church 
concerning the Holy Trinity; and yet it 
was laid aſide. Likewiſe the Cuſtom of gi - 
ving the Euchariſt to Infants newly baptized 
prevailed in the Church for many Ages, and 
the neceſlity thereof was ſtrongly aflerted by 
ſome celebrated Fathers, who founded the 
common Practice and their own Opinion in 
that, Matter, upon the Words of our Savi- 
our, John vi. 53, 54. miſinterpreted and 
miſapplied by them: And, at length alſo, 
this Cuſtom, aſter it had continued very long, 
Was diſuſed by the Weſtern Chutch. _ 
HOwEREVY ER, they who are Zealous to 
reſtore the Mixture in the. Euchariſtick Cup, 
alledge, That the Primitive Church yur 
bs — B 2 : 
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ſed it, in Imitation of Chriſt's Example, and 
In Obedience to His Command, handed 


down to them by Tradition. In Anſwer to 


this, I do firſt remind them of what I haye 
ſaid already upon this Subject, namely, That 
there is no certain Evidence from the Eucha- 
riſtick Inſtitution, That our Saviour either 
adminiſtrated the mixed Cup to his Diſ- 


ciples, or, defign'd that it ſhould be ſo 


ractiſed by His Church. And now, I add, 
That Bingham, who is reckoned an impar- 
tial Author, and a very diligent Enquirer in- 
to the Antiquities of the Chriſtian Church, 
does acquaint us, That Jaſtin Martyr, and 
TFreneus, who were amongſt the Fathers 
neareſt to the Apoſtolick Age, did indeed 
mention the Mixture, as the Cuſtom of the 
Church, but, without aſſigning any farther 
Reaſon for it. And fo, likwiſe Gregory 
Ayſſen, and Theodoret, with ſome others, 
produced by Yofſus in his Diſſertation upon 
this Subject. And the ſame Mr. Bingham, 

| after that he had recounted the Reaſons, uſed 
by ſeveral F athers and ſome Councils, con- 
cerning the mixing of Water with the Wine 
in the Holy Supper, ſays, Theſe Reaſons in- 
deed are nowiſe demonſtrative (he means) 
of its Neceſſity: And then, concluding his 
Diſcourſe upon this Head, he hath theſe 


Words, Zet, after all, at there is no ex- | 
7 n 
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preſs Command for. this in the Inſtitution, 
notwithſtanding this general Conſent of 


the ancient Church, it is commonly deter- 


mined by Modern Divines, as well. of 
the Roman as Proteſtant Communion, That 


it is not Eſſential to the Sacrament it ſelf. 


As the Reader that is curious may find de- 
monſtrated in Yoſſius, in his Diſſertation 
upon this Subject. 
As to the Uſage of Prayer for the Dead, 
It was well nigh Generally practiſed in the 
fourth Century, and more early in the A4fri- - 
can Church, from whoſe Practice, it ſeems 
to have taken its firſt Riſe : But, ſtill there 
continues a juſt and ſtrong Prejudice againſt 
it, That it is neither recommended by our 
bleſſed Lord in the Goſpel, nor by his Apo- 
files in their Writings; and that, in the New 
Teftament, there is not delivered any Do- 
Arine which certainly ſupports it. The 
primitive Fathers who practiſed it themſelves, 
do, notwithſtanding, generally abſtain from 
ſaying, That the Practice thereof was foun- 
ded upon Divine Appointment or Apoſtoli- 
cal Tradition. And thus Bingham, who 
gives a large Account, upon what Grounds 
the ancient Church prayed for the Dead, 
does not mention her practiſing it by any 


Warrant from Chriſt or his Apoſtles. And, 


I may ſay, That it was introduced upon the 
2 B 3 Opinion 
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Opinion of its Uſefulneſs to their departed 
Chriſtian Friends; which Opinion, was 
built rather upon ConjeQure, than ſuffi- 
cient Evidence and Authority. It is 
probable, That, at firſt, the Deyotions of the 
Church, with reſpect to the Saints deceas'd, 
were rather Euchariſtical, than, fo to ſpeak, 
Precatory ; that they rather conſiſted in a 
Commemoration of their eminent Graces and 
Virtues, and 'Thankſgiyings to God, the 
Author of thoſe Graces, and for deliyering 
ſuch as were endued with them from the 
Troubles of this preſent Life, ani tranſlat- 
ing them to a State of Reſt and Felicity, 
than in Prayers for them in the State of Se- 
paration. To this Purpoſe, what is obſer- 
ved by ſome, is not unworthy of our Conſi- 
deration, namely, That the Church of Smyr- |, 
na, in her Epiſtle concerning the Mar- 
tyrdom of St. Polycarp, her excellent and 
dearly beloved Biſhop, which happened in 
the Vear of our Lord, the Hundredth fixtieth 
and ſeventh, gives an Account of the decent 
Interment of his Bones, and their Reſoluti- 
on to meet, in Order to Rejoyce and give 
Thanks, and to celebrate with gladneſs the 
Birth-day of his Martyrdom ; but not a 
Word of praying for him. So far is their 
Epiſtle from that, That they, concluding 
it, expreſs themſelves thus, That be, Poly- 
| me carp, 


carp, having attained an immortal Crown, 
was triumphing with the Apoſtles, and all 


performed by the 


*s & * 


the Sous of the Righteous, glorifying God 
the Father, and praiſing of our Lord. 
HowEves, at length, the over zealous 
Charity of the Fathers and Chriſtians of thoſe 
Times, excited by ſome curious ill-founded 
Speculations, which they. entertained about 
the Condition of the Saints deceas'd, carried 


them to Requeſts and Prayers for them, a- 


greeable to thoſe Sentiments. Thus they 
thought, That Prayers, Oblations and Alms, 

4 for the Dead, who 
departed in the Faith and Favour of God, 
were profitable for obtaining the Remiſſion 
of their Sins, both voluntary and involunta- 
ry; and for increaſing their Satisfactions in 
the intermediate State; and likewiſe, their 
full and final Happineſs at the Day of Judg- 
ment. In this Matter, beſide the juſt now 
mentioned unwarranted Opinions, ſome ce- 
lebrated Fathers went a ſurprizing Length 
in their Conjectures and Aſſertions too, 


thinking that the Prayers of the Church and 


pious Perſons, did contribute to preſerve the 
Saints departed from the Aſſaults of evil 
Spirits, and to procure them a Part in the 
firſt Reſurrection, when Chriſt ſhould reign 
on the Earth with the Saints for a thou- 
ſand Years, before the final Day of Judgment. 
-\ | a And 
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And many of the ancient Fathers, of great 
Note, believing a probatory Fire, through 
which all the Righteous were to pals at the 
laſt Day, made this a Reaſon of praying for 
the Dead. 
Nov, as the Uſefulneſs of Prayer for the 
Dead is aſſerted conjecturally, without any 
. Ground from the Holy Scriptures ; as we are 
no where taught by them, that ſuch and 
ſuch Advantages are the Effects of it; fo 
the Doctrine aſſerting its Neceſſity, ſeems 
to contradict what we learn from the ſame 
Scriptures, concerning the Saints departed. 
They were encouraged, while alive, by the 
moſt glorious Promiſes, To run with Pati- 
ence the Race ſet before them ; and to be 
Followers of them, whe through Faith and 
Patience inherit the Promiſes. To their 
eminent Piety in this Life, the higher De- 
, grees of Glory in the next are promiſed and 
aſcribed, through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
without the leaſt Intimation, that the Pray- 
ers and kind Offices of the Saints on Earth 
will contribute thereunto, when they have 
left this World. We firmly believe, St. 
Paul and St. John aſſerting the immediate 
and great Felicity of the Rightcous after 
Death, which, however, through the im- 
menſe Goodneſs of God, it may grow more 
and more until the Reſurrection; yet, we 
have 


P 
have no Account, that the Prayers of the 


9 


living miniſter to it. St. Paul, ſpeaking 


not only of himſelf, but of all true Belie- 


vers, ſays, We are confident, I ſay, and 
willing rather to be abſent from the Body, 


and preſent with the Lord. 2 Cor. v. 8. 


And having in the 6 ver. ſaid, Jhilft we 
are at home in the Body, we are abſent 


From the Lord; he confirms his Doctrine in 


this Particular, thus, For we walk by Faith, 
not by Sight: And ſo fhews by the whole 
Tenor of his Diſcourſe, That the beatifick 
Fruition of Chriſt's Preſence, and the Viſi- 
on of him, are the glorious Privileges of Be- 
lieyers, even in the State of the Separation 
of their Souls from their Bodies. And St. 
John ſaith, Rev. xiv. 13. I heard a Voice 


from Heaven, ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſ- 


ſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, 


From henceforth: Ita, ſaith the Spirit, that 


they may reſt from their Labours ; and 


their Works do follow them. 


Uron the Grounds and Reaſons I have 
mentioned, while diſcourſing upon this Sub- 
jet; they who left the Communion of the 
Church of Rome at the Reformation, rec- 
koned themſelves obliged to lay aſide the 
unwarranted, tho' ancient Cuſtom, of pray- 
ing for the Dead. And, to the Difuſage 
thereof, they were the more inclin'd, be- 
7 cauſe, 
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cauſe, That Church had taken Occaſion from 
it, to invent the horrid Doctrine of à tor- 
ment ing purgatory Fire, into which ſhe 
maintains, That the Souls of all the Righ- 
teous muſt go immediately after Death, ex- 
cept thoſe of the Martyrs, and of Perſons e- 
minent for Holineſs, and who had, in this 
Life, made full Satisfaction for the temporal 
Puniſhment due to them for their venial 
Sins. In which moſt cruciating Fire, they, 
who once paſs into it, muſt continue until 
the Day of Judgment ; unleſs they be re- 
lieved by Maſſes ſaid for them, and by the 
Alms deeds, Pilgrimages and Prayers, per- 
formed by the living on their Account, and 
by the Indulgence of the Pope, in ap- 
plying to them the inexhauſtible Treaſure, 
of which he is {aid to be the ſole Keeper and 
Diſpenſer; and which conſiſts ( as he dreams ) 
in the Merits of thoſe Saints, whole Righ- 
teouſneſs had been Supererogatory, or, great- 
er than what was required by God, or they 
bound to perform. SY 
. Ir follows now, that I ſhould conſider 
that Uſage, which conſiſts in anointing with 
Chriſm, or with - Oyl in Baptiſm, Confir- 
mation, and in viſiting the Sick. It is ac- 
know ledged, That the ancient Church did 
uſe Oyl or Chriſm in Baptiſm and Confirma- 
tion: But as this their Practice was intirely 
unwar- 


a 
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unwarranted by ſacred Authority; ſo it does 
not oblige the preſent Church to follow it. 
We are ſure, that Chriſt does not recom- 
mend it in the Inſtitution of the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm, where he appoints only the uſe 
of Water. And we allo know, That the 
Apoſtles, who received the Commiſſion from 
Chriſt to Baptize, performed it with Wa- 
ter alone, without the Uſe of Oyl. Like- 
| wiſe, as the Apoſtles were the firſt that uſed 
the ſolemn Rite of Confirmation; ſo, in ad- 
miniſtring it, they uſed no other Ceremony, 
but the laying on of their Hands, joined to 
Prayer. The primitive Fathers did not 
pretend, for the uſe of theſe Ceremonies, 
that they were practiſed in the Apoſtolical 
Age, or recommended to the Church by the 
Apoſtles before their Death: They practi ſed 
them upon the Opinion, that they added 
Solemnity to the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and 
the Rite of Confirmation; and that they 
were ſigni ficant and becoming Uſages on 
theſe Occaſions. Since therefore the neceſſi- 
ty of them, is not ſo much as pretended from 
the Word of God, or any primo primitive 
Practice or Tradition; it were to be wiſhed, 
that ſome Men ſhould chooſe, rather to ad- 
here to the Goſpel-ſimplicity- in theſe Mat- 
ters, than to diſturb the Peace of the Church, 


* 


— ̃¶ , , ,, — 
— i 


&.- 4.» 
by their endeayours to reyiye theſe obſolete 
and unneceſſary Rites. | 
As to the Uſe of Unction, or Anointing 
with Oyl in yiſiting the Sick; they, who 
ſtand up for re- introducing this Practice, 
think themſelves ſufficiently warranted by the 


Words of the Apoſtle St. James, which 


are theſe, 1s any Sick among you? Let bim 
rall for the Elders of the Church; and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with 
Oy in the Name of the Lord: Aud the 

rayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick, and 
the Lord ſhall raiſe him up. Ja. v. 14, 
15. But, upon ſerious Conſideration, theſe 
words will be found inſufficient for that 
Purpoſe. It is certain, that the miraculous | 
' Gift of Healing continued in the Church, at 
the Time when St. James wrote his E- 
piſtle, and for ſome Time after; and it is 
plain, that the Words, which I have cited 
from it, ſuppoſe the Continuance of this 
miraculous Gift, and are wholly accomoda- 
ted to it. Thus, he adviſes the Sick Per- 
ſon, to call for thoſe which were endued 
with this Power, and enjoyns them to pray 
over him, Anointing him with' Oyl in the 
Name of the Lord, that is, That their 
Prayers over the fick Perſon ſhould be ac- 
companied with the Union; but, with 
this remarkable Difference from that anoint- 
ing with Oyl, which was commonly _ 


by the Jews towards their Sick, that there 


- cuſtomary Unction in the Caſe of Sickneſs, *' 


In the Name of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, 
riſe up and Walk. And the ſame St. Peter, 
| ſpeaking to the People, greatly wondring at 
what happened to the lame Man, tells them 
That God had glorified his dyn Jeſus, an 
that his Name, through Faith in his Name, 
hath made this Mau ſtrong. And to the 
ſame Purpoſe he ſpeaks, when he and Joh 


were conveen'd before the Council at Feru- 


falem. Act iv. 10. „ 

ArrTER this St. James proceeds, en- 
couraging the Sick to follow his Direction, 
by the Promiſe of Succeſs. to it; Aud the 
Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick, and the 
Lord fhall raiſe him up. That is, the 
Prayer of thoſe who have the Faith of work- 
ing miraculous Cures, and who are inſpired 
by the Holy Ghoſt, with the firm and full 
Wh Ar Coda 5" Petſwa- 


| 


Perfwafion, concetning the Recoyery of the 
Hick Perſon for whom they pray; this Pray- 
er mall certainly take Effect, his Life ſhall 
be preſerxed, and he ſhall ariſe from the Bed 
of languiſhing. Now, ſince the Words of 
St. James do evidently relate to a miracu- 
Jons Cure, and, feeing this Gift of Healing 
bath'for ſo many Agcs ceaſed in the Church, 
why ſhould the Rite that accompanied it 
be continued? The primitive Fathers were 
ſo far from thinking, That this Injunction 
of St. Fames, for anointing the Sick with 
Oyl, was a perpetual univerſal Command, 
obliging the Miniſters of Religion to pra- 
Qiſe it in all Caſes, in their attending upon 
the Sick; that it was not for many Centu- 
ries uſed as an ordinary and general Rite in 
the Church. And when the Practice there- 
of was taken up, as it was. done without a 
Warrant from the Authority of St. Zames's 
Words, ſo it was not juſtified by the effect 
he promiſed in them. . 
Ar length, they of the Church of Rome 
confidering, That the Unction of the Sick 
was not attended with their Recovery, the 
made à bold and moſt unwarrantable Step, 
and built, upon the Words of St. James, 
that which they call the Sacrament of ex- 
treme-UnQion. Here, though they conti- 
tinue the Uſe of anointing the Sick with Oyl; 
5 wes 5 
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yet, they neither intend nor expect by it 


their Reftoration to Health; for they gene- 
rally uſe it when the Sick are in their laſt 
Extremities, or at leaſt when their Recove- 
ry is deſpaired of: However, they affirm, 
tho' moſt errogecoully, that this Sacramental 

Un&ion brings along with it the greateſt ſpi - 
ritual Adyantages to the Dying. Now, 
they who own themſelves Proteſtants, and 
nevertheleſs are inclin'd to introduce the 


Rite oſanointing the Sick with Oyl ; if they 
are led to this by an Opinion of its profit - 


bleneſs to the Souls of the Sick, or a Per- 
ſwaſion of its uſefulneſs for reſtoring them 
to Health ;' I ſuppoſe, they will find it 
Hard to bring ſufficient Evidence for ei- 
ther of theſe Sentiments: And therefore, I 
preſume to think, that it would be adviſ- 
able for them, neither to trouble themſelyes, 
nor others about that Uſage. "1K .; 9A 


Ow, very Reyerend Brethren of the 

. Clergy, I, who am alſo a Clergy-man, 
do preſume, in the Bowels of fraternal Love 
and Kindneſs, moſt earneſtly to beſeech you, 
who have over eagerly contended for intro- 
ducing the abovementioned Uſages, now to 
hearken to the Conditions of Peace propoſed 


towards the beginning of this Paper: And, 


that ye may inſiſt no more upon theſe Points 
ay | | which 


* 


1 1 


which have derk Bosc ſo much Jiſioedacing 
in this Church, until a proper Seaſon happen, 


in which they may be conſidered with full Au- 


thority. And J alſo humbly beg of you, right | 


Reverend Brethren, who have had the Ho- 
nour hitherto to ſtand up for the Churches 
Peace, and to adhere to her ſacred Offices, 
without the Alterations ſo often mentioned 
in this Paper; that ye, upon the Return of 
your Brethren to the Ways of Peace and 
Truth, may meet them , with Cha- 
rity and Forgiveneſs. N 
- And; let us all wiſely conſider the fad Ef. 
ſets of theſe Diviſions, how they have deep- 
ly wounded our Mother; extremely grieved 
the Hearts of her loving Children; and rai- 
ſed unchriſtian Animoſities amongſt Bre- 
thren, who formerly dwelt together in Unity. 
How our holy Religion is diſhonoured by 
them; and we our ſelves expoſed to the Di- 


rifion of Adverſaries on all Sides. Let us 


reflect, That the introducing into our ſacred 
Offices, theſe antiquated Rites and Practi- 
ces, would frighten many of the Epiſcopal. 
Communion from it, and Proteſtants not al- 
ready in it, from coming over thereto. And 

if any think, that by theſe Steps they vill 
make Proſelytes from the Church of Rome, 
they will find themſelyes exceedingly miſta- 


ken. n what in this Caſe deſerves much 
10 
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quity, to whoſe religious Care in Things 


a great deal, and to whoſe charitable Muni- 
ficence the diſtreſſed Clergy in this Nation, 


and their Widows, have been frequently o- 


bliged : We have Reaſon, I ſay, to a 


prehend, that they will be highly and ju 5 


diſpleaſed; if we ſhould. patronize, and 
countenance thoſe Opinions and Practices, 


by which ſome of the non- conforming Cler- 
gy amongſt them, did commence and carry. 


on a moſt unwarrantable Schiſm. Many of 
the Church of England had Compaſſion u- 


pon the non-conforming Clergy there, as cha- 


ritably judging, that they ſuffered for that 
which was a Principle of Conſcience with 
them: But upon the Schiſm they ſo ground · 
leſly made, they alter'd their Opinion, and 
eſteem d them Men of Humour or Deſign, 
and of turbulent Principles and Diſpoſitions. 
This is well known to many in this Nation, 
and particularly to one now here, who was 
remarkably concern d in that Affair. 

I do next Addreſs my ſelf to you, much 


honoured and dearly beloved, who are of the 


Epiſcopal Communion in Scotland, obteſting 


your 


relating to Divine Worſhip, we do all owg + 


bend, that they of the Church of England, 
| who always profeſs a great Reſpect to Anti- 


* 
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whereof” ye arc Members. As to you wh 
| have been zealous hitherto for her Peace an 

Unity, and db edi adhere. to her 'Cont- 
eien, in the Exerciſe of her religious 4 
Offices and Worſhip, as they were in Vs 
before theſe Vece Diviſions did a- 
me: 1 exho t you to continue firm and 
ne as being fully perſwaded that ye 
ve e in the Rigbt. 

As for you,w h6 haye to cafily beets led 4 
ay, by the infir nuating and induſtrious En- 
deavours of thoſe, who have been ſo * 
mental in theſe Diſſurbances Which 
Fail amongſt us, and who, with nch e 
warm Zeal, have recommended to you Toe 
| Opinions 454 Practices which do not Up? 
3 ihportunately beg. it of you, calm 114 
ke ae what you Have done, impaſti: 
5 7 Teview ] an examine thole Reaſons 

mh have prevailed with you, to give into 
theſe Meaſures ye have lately taken ; 3 and 
that, in che mean Time, until more upen 
this Sutz ject may fall into your Hands, Nou 
Bay Kitty and, ſerioully conſider. What is 
offered tO you in this. Paper, from a Prigci- 
ple of pure, and diſintereſted Charity, J 8 
may it, by che Bleſſing of God, contribute 


to clcar you of. Your Prejudgccs, e deliter 
vo 
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Peace, may of his tender Compaſſi 
ty the ſad Eſtate of our Ch, heal er 
Diwiſions, and, beſtow upon all her Mem- 
bers, of what Character ſoever, the Spirit 
of Charity, Unity and Concord: And, that 
he may grant unto us all, of both Sid 
moſt ſerious Repentance for our un proficablE> _ 
Goſpel, for which, in his righ- 
teous Judgment, He hath thought it fit to 
give Way to our being chaſtiſed with this 
great Calamity. * . 
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concern d, and to reconcile you to the ſacred 
Offices of this Church, without the Additi- 
on of the abovementioned antiquated Uſages. 


Ax p now, let us all of the Epiſcopal 


Communion in Scotland, whether Clergy or R 
Laity, put up our moſt fervent Prayers to 


Almighty God, That he, who is the — of 
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